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�
INTRODUCTION





The turbulent river Dordogne, formed by the merging of mountain streams at the foot of the Puy de Sancy in the Massif Central, meanders its way across France until it joins the river Garonne to form the Gironde. The river is full of life and offers an intense and varied fauna, with a number of different species of fish as well as all kinds of animals and birds. Shelter is provided for this wildlife by the many different tree varieties and a rich vegetation, so attractive to the eye and pleasing to the senses. The Dordogne also enjoys a rich historical heritage, from prehistoric cave paintings to castles overlooking the river, as well as fortified villages, and old ports used for fishing and river commerce where the famous gabare boats, immortalised by the French programme "La Rivière Espérance", used to berth. From La Roque Gageac to Castelnaud, the Dordogne makes its way through one of the most interesting historical areas. Here the visitor will find limestone cliffs which are as impressive as they were once dangerous for navigation. Clinging to the cliffs, alongside the river, is the village of La Roque Gageac with its traditional lauze roofs, troglodyte fort, fortified church and old manor house. At the exit to the village is the Château de la Malartrie (19th century). The Saint Julien de Cénac chapel (12th century) which can be glimpsed hidden amongst the trees, is one of the oldest in the Périgord Noir. A little further downstream, on the left bank, is the Château de Castelnaud (12th century), perched on the cliff top. A little further inland, the Château Lacoste (18th century) can be seen overlooking the valley of the river Céou, a tributary of the Dordogne. On the right bank, directly above the cliff, sits the Château de Marqueyssac (18th century), which is famous for its terraced gardens, designed by a pupil of Le Nôtre. It is this attractive stretch of the river that you are invited to discover.
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1 - THE DORDOGNE RIVER





-1.1 - BACKGROUND





The origin of the name comes from the Celtic "Dur-ùnna", which means "fast water". Under the Roman Empire, the river was called the "Duranius", and then from the Middle Ages became known as the "Durùnna", "Durùnia", "Durdùnia", "Dordoigne" and finally "Dordogne".  The source of the river is in the Massif Central, in the region of Mont-Dore, where the Puy de Sancy, the highest peak in the Massif Central at 1,885 m altitude, is located. The snow and melting ice, as well as the abundant rainfall on these mountains exposed to the dominant west winds, form the Dordogne, following the easiest route to the Atlantic ocean. The river falls more than 800 m over several tens of metres at this point, which explains the strong flow of the river throughout its course, and which makes it fairly dangerous at certain points. It slowly becomes a real river after La Bourboule. Its course is disrupted by having to cross the limestone soil of the tertiary, even secondary era, which forces the river to negotiate imposing limestone cliffs, forming a number of meanders and the famous cingles (a succession of meanders in the form of an "S" which offer a magnificent panorama). After a distance of 490 km, the Dordogne meets the Garonne at Bec d'Ambès to form the Gironde estuary.





The course of the river


The river passes through three main geographical areas:


- The Upper Dordogne, from Puy de Dôme (source) to Argentat (Corrèze).


- The Middle Dordogne, from Argentat to Souillac (Quercy).


- The Lower Dordogne, from Souillac to the estuary (Dordogne and Gironde).
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- 1.2 - RIVER GLOSSARY





Difference in altitude, flow and water level


The longitudinal gradient of the river is around 0.50 m/km. Between Mauzac and Bergerac, it is 1 m/km. The course of the river has been changed since the middle of the 19th century by low-head dams and locks in canals. The average flow is around 350 m3/s; in the summer this falls below 100 m3/s (occasionally 20 to 60 m3/s) and in the winter it exceeds 1100 m3/s (at points occasionally 3500 m3/s). High water is caused by heavy rains from December to March on the high plateaux of the Limousin and the mountains of the Auvergne (occasional autumn rains). Melting snow on the Auvergne and Cantal peaks (April and May) maintains the high waters in spring. The rate of flow and water level in the Dordogne have been changed by the construction of dams and hydro-electrical factories in the Upper Dordogne. 





The banks


These are the sources of deposits which are generally gravely, but can sometimes be sandy. The current is weaker here and the temperatures warmer than in other parts of the river (bathing), allowing young fish to feed here. 





Tributaries


These are the tributary rivers of the Dordogne, which have a very high value for fish farming, as they do not dry out and their water is very clean. Eddies are formed at the mouth of these rivers, which have a lower temperature in the summer. 





Platforms


These are areas which are made up of gravel and where the water is not very deep (0 to 40 cm), and has a fast-flowing current. These areas have very clean, transparent water which is filtered, brewed, oxygenated and purified by sunlight. Microfauna is abundant and a number of species come here to feed and reproduce. 





Plant debris


The homogeneity of the river beds means that submerged trunks and branches provide shelter for fish. They also play a part in forming eddies. 





Eddies


These are moving parts of the river located downstream from an obstacle, where fish shelter from the current and can rest, feeding from the insects left on the bank debris.





Dead channels


Dead channels are characteristic areas of the Dordogne river which are essential for the fish population. Here the water is warmer, and stagnation allows the development of plankton which feed young fish and slow-water fish. The river bed is muddy, sandy or gravely and encourages the growth of vegetation, which helps spawning, and is much frequented by birds and other fishers.





Reaches


These are the stretches of fairly deep water (2 to 3 metres) where the current is slower. The water can reach a depth of 8 to 10 metres, the river bed is heterogeneous and not muddy, with rocks, scree and areas of shelter for calm water species. These areas are generally found at the foot of the cliffs.








The banks


Invaded by water during the winter, these offer shelter for fish and beaches for tourists in the summer!




















































































































�
- 2 - RIVER TRANSPORT ON THE DORDOGNE





	- 2.1 - BACKGROUND





River transport has been used by man ever since the end of protohistory. Wine amphorae from Campania dating from the 1st and 2nd centuries BC have been found along the Dordogne river, suggesting a wine traffic with Italy before wine-growing was introduced to the south-west provinces of Gaul. Gaulish river transport was prosperous and played a very important role in the commerce of the region, lasting until the Gallo-Roman period; trade links have therefore existed between the rich lands of the Bergerac region, the harsh limestone estates of Sarlat and Quercy, the mountainous region of the Corrèze and Cantal upstream, and the gateway to the ocean in the Libournais region downstream from Antiquity to modern times. These links contributed to the development of the vineyards in southern Périgord (known as purple Périgord). The development of  river traffic is therefore related to wine production, but also to the transport of people from the Upper Dordogne. The boats delivered "merrain" wood (planks of oak which also acted as material for building the boats themselves) used for the construction of "futailles" (vats, casks and barrels), for general building and also for heating when the boats were overloaded and their cargo sold on the spot for a quarter or fifth of its value. In the 19th century, with an upturn in vine cultivation, "carassonnes" (chestnut stakes) used in vineyards were also transported by river. In addition to wood, other products such as skins, chestnuts, juniper seeds, cheese, walnuts, metal and pottery work, iron minerals and charcoal were also transported. The boats brought salt from the Atlantic and the Saintonge and Aunis marshes, back from the Lower Dordogne. The salt trade encouraged the development of certain river towns which levied a river tax, or enjoyed a local monopoly in storing and measuring the salt. This was the case of Bergerac, Lalinde, and Souillac (the furthest point for traffic coming back up the river and the embarkation port for the wood sent to the Bergerac and Bordelais regions). 


In the 18th century, the downstream to upstream traffic increased with the import of colonial products from the Caribbean islands. Occasionally, if the harvest was poor, wheat, rye, rice, beans and dried peas were imported, requiring the entire fleet of boats to be mobilised. There were 150 days in the year when the water conditions were acceptable in the Middle and Lower Dordogne, during which 80-ton boats were used with a full load as far as Tuilères. The river was then said to be "trading". For approximately 7 months, navigation was practically impossible. In the Upper Dordogne, the river was navigable for a maximum of one or two months, when the water was high as a result of the melting snows, at the end of the spring, or during the autumn rains which brought the drought of the summer to an end. For the rest of the year, the boatsmen ran the risk of crashing into rocks insufficiently covered by the low water and known as "malpas", much feared by the boatsmen, or by running aground on the river bed. When the water was too high, it transformed the river into a wild torrent, hurtling boats against the bridges or cliffs. Coming down the river, the boats would travel 27 km a day between Souillac and Bergerac, and 31 km a day after Bergerac. Returning up the river, it took 19 km a day to Bergerac and then 14 km after that point. It took 8 to 10 days to complete the 260 km journey of navigable river from Bordeaux to Bergerac and back. Heading back up the river was relatively easy from Bec d'Ambès to Castillon using the rising tide, but from there on, because of the contrary current of the river and the lack of wind, heading upstream was difficult and towing necessary. The tow path followed the closest bank and involved relays every 5 to 8 km from Castillon to Lalinde, where towing presented no major problems. From Lalinde to Souillac, on the other hand, natural obstructions, such as the Trémolat, Limeuil and Monfort cingles, reduced the pulling length. Anything from 20 to 30 people were needed to pull each boat and at difficult points, such as the Gratusse and the Rocher des Pilles, 80 to 100 people were required to "haul" the boat. By around 1740, the men who towed were in competition with towing animals, led by ox-herds. This led to a number of serious incidents between the ox-herds and towing teams, causing problems for boat owners. 


Competition from the railways quickly undermined the old river transport on the Dordogne, as the boats were unable to compete with the punctuality and speed of the trains, and the flexibility of road transport which developed after 1850. The railway had reached Libourne by 1852, Bergerac was connected to Bordeaux in 1872, the railway arrived in Sarlat in 1882 and then to the rest of the valley a little later. A quickly expanding rail and road trade, the slowness of the river traffic, the dangers of the river, the cost of mobilising men and animals, as well as freight costs (the remuneration to be paid for the cost of transporting the merchandise) all combined to bring gabare traffic to an end: at the end of the twenties "the last ox-herds finally returned to labouring the soil" (Marion Gontier). In 1926, the section of river between Tuilière and Bergerac was declassified and declared unnavigable as it was no longer profitable. After the Second World War it was quickly forgotten that in 1861 the Dordogne had been classified as a navigable river. 





- 2.2 - THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF BOATS





"Couraux" were used from Castillon to Domme. These were 10 to 50-ton flat-bottomed  boats used only on the river, which were long, narrow, and pointed in shape, had an open hold and a bridged stern providing shelter for the crew, and were equipped with a towing rope for heading upstream, 2 to 3 pairs of oars, and one or two bergades (long iron poles used to push the boat along the riverbed or to move the boat away from obstructions). The "couralins" or "courpets" sailed by their side, similar in type but weighing less than 15 tons, and used for loading and unloading the larger boats or for transporting salt to Souillac. From Libourne to Bourg and beyond, the famous "gabares" could be seen, stocky and rounded in shape as a result of their hull on a keel, unlike those of boats used downstream. With a closed 20 to 30-ton hold, good rigging and a real cabin for the crew, the gabare could easily navigate the lower valley. 


Around 1850, the boats changed shape. The "ordinary couraux" were 20 m long and 5 m wide and contained 40 to 60 tons maximum, with 1.2 to 1.5 m draught. They were occasionally fitted with a 13 to 14 m mast with a square sail, on a flat bottom, and a pointed stern and prow, resembling the "most elaborate couraux and courpets" of 15 to 20 tons, and were used only for sailing upstream from Bergerac to Limeuil. The "Argentats" were designed for the upper part of the Dordogne, theoretically to be used for sailing downstream only. The Upper Dordogne "Argentats" family included the "coujadours", which measured approximately 15 to 18 m. These fine boats could be re-used for loading and unloading the larger boats after descending the river. This family also included the "courpets" which measured approximately 16 m and were of a similar construction. The "gabarots" , including a cargo vessel of 8.75 to 12.25 m in length and a fishing vessel of 5.50 to 7 m, were similar to the couraux and courpets and were built to last. The 20m-long "naus" were mainly used for transportation from one bank to the other. "Batelets" were 5 to 6 m long and were used for fishing or for short journeys. At least two people, often from the same family, worked on these boats and undertook dangerous journeys, sometimes never to return. By 1920, the Argentats had disappeared, heralding the final disappearance of river craft on the Dordogne after the Second World War. The "gabares" period was replaced by the hydroelectric era with the construction of dams in the Upper Dordogne, upstream of Argentat, the last dating from 1966 (Chastang). These dams interrupted the flow of the river, widened its riverbed by drowning the old banks as well as houses and hamlets, tamed the previously wild waters and covered the famous "malpas" once so feared by boatsmen. 





























































































































THE MAIN STAGES IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF A COURAU





The floor edgings, i.e. the strong pieces of wood that would frame the floor of the boat, and eventually carry the boat on to the water, were the first part of the courau to be built. These 6 cm thick connecting pieces (1), had to be bent hot in order to ensure that the floor was raised in the front and back. Once this was done, the cross-pieces (2, lower-floor) could then be positioned and the floor boards nailed on to them from the exterior of the hull. The hold deck pieces could then be laid on to the cross-pieces. Placed on both sides of the floor's longitudinal axis, two strong pieces of wood (4, keelsons) set partly into the wood on the cross-pieces, were used to strengthen this construction. A curve and an extension were placed at the end of each of the lower-floor cross-pieces. Bolted to the cross-pieces, the extension-curve couples (5) served to keep the planking boards in place (6, strakes). The extension-curve-crosspiece unit was naturally solidly dowelled to the connecting pieces. The couples could then be "adjusted". 


Next, the curve and extension heads were connected by clamping pieces (7) and pins (8). These two long pieces, situated one on the outside of the boat, the other on the inside, crowned the planking, stiffened the upper part of the hull and fixed its sheer line (lengthways profile of the upper part of the planking by the statutory deck line). These, like the connecting pieces, had to be bent hot in order to marry the lines required for the front and back of the boat. The clamping pieces were fixed in the shape of the curves made in the stem and were connected on to the back board, parts which were fixed in their final position at this stage.


The sternpost (9), counter-sternpost and counter-stem were then positioned to give cohesion to the structure. This was usually followed by the fitting of bridge bars (10) in the front and the back. These were fitted together in the pins, and helped to support the upper part of the boat frame. At this point, all that remained to be done was to plank the boat, an operation which once again required the boards to be bent hot and then nailed onto the extensions and the curves, and to line the floor. 


In order to do this, the boat had to be turned over so that the boards and the caulking could be nailed to the bottom from the outside. The construction of the hull was completed by laying the deck partners (11) and the bridge boards, by installing the cheeks which carry the swinging mast, by fitting out the front and back cabins, and by putting in the rudder, the winches, the docking bollards, the bulwarks (12), the gunwales (13) and the  coaming (14). 


The rigging was installed and the many finishing touches necessary to make the boat river-worthy were added after the hull had been put in the water.





Diagram and section of the frame of a small Dordogne courau, modern type dating from the second half of the 19th century, reconstructed according to data from ethno-archaeological sources. Y. Laborie, Musée de Bergerac, 1996. (
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- 3 - SITES AND CASTLES ALONG THE RIVER DORDOGNE





Along the banks of the Dordogne river there are a succession of old fortified villages with lauze-roofed houses, troglodyte dwellings, medieval fortified castles, fine Renaissance and Classical-style residences and manor houses with magnificent gardens,  Romanesque and Gothic churches and chapels built alongside the river and facing west, not to mention the many other buildings and constructions which bear witness to man's presence in this area since he first appeared in Europe.





-3.1 - THE VILLAGE OF LA ROQUE GAGEAC





The village of La Roque Gageac is as old as it is mysterious. This magnificent village built right into the cliff face and "almost falling into the river" has been occupied by mankind since prehistory. There are remains of an old road and the site of a villa dating from the Gallo-Roman period, as well as a Roman well in excellent condition. However, recorded history is more recent and dates back to the year 849 and the arrival of the Normans in Périgord. Old forts date from the invasions of the Vikings, who came up the Dordogne in their "drakkar" boats. These forts were built in the cliff by the locals, in an attempt to protect themselves from the invaders, and can now be visited. The town wall and the fortified houses which made La Roque Gageac a real fortress also date from this period. This fortified town withheld the fighting between the Capetians and the Plantagenets (the French and the English), and only the town gates built in the walls allowed access to the village. La Roque Gageac was controlled for a long time by the Abbot, then the Bishop, of Sarlat, with the parish church situated at Saint Donat (1.5 km away). The village had only a simple chapel until the beginning of the 14th century, when it became the second residence of the Bishop of Sarlat, in order to ensure his safety. Noblemen and the bourgeoisie followed and settled in the Bishop's city, bringing with them wealth, men of letters and scholars. 


The Hundred Years War did not affect the town and during the Renaissance, with peace restored, the town was decorated with crenellated towers, pointed roofs, and windows in the place of arrow slits, adopting the style of the time. From this period, there are ruins and remains of the old Bishop's castle, the troglodyte forts, the ramparts of the old fortress, reinforced in 1662 before being demolished at the beginning of the 18th century, and the noblemen's fortified houses, including the manor house which belonged to the Tarde family, and which still overlooks the choir of the church. Jean Tarde, one of the most important figures of the region, was born in La Roque Gageac around 1561 - 1562, and his "Chroniques" are the source for the medieval history of the village. Tarde was a famous astronomer, philosopher, mathematician, archaeologist, theologian and historian, and was a "theological canon", i.e., a defender of dogma and the vicar-general of the Bishop of Sarlat. As part of his examination into the parishes of the area, he drew up a detailed map of the region, which is now, along with his "Chroniques", one of the main sources for studying the site and its surroundings. After a trip to Rome, he brought back a telescope, given to him by Galileo. This gift enabled him to support the theories of Copernicus, demonstrating that the stars rotated around the sun and around themselves. However, these theories were rejected by the church and he was forced to recant his ideas in front of the court of the Inquisition. Jean de Tarde died in 1636 and his end marked the decline of La Roque Gageac. When Geoffroy de Vivans, the famous Huguenot captain and lord of Doissac, seized La Roque Gageac in 1589, the Bishop's castle and noblemen's houses were already starting to fall apart, most of them having been abandoned. The village was then sold by the Bishop to the lord of Salignac. 


During the Fronde rebellion, despite the ruined condition of the walls the inhabitants withstood the attacks of Marsin, a lieutenant of the Prince of Condé. During the reign of Louis XIV, the 1669 Edict on fishing rights gave the river to the king and favoured river traffic over fishing. After the Revolution, river traffic increased and made La Roque Gageac a very important port. Having been a military stronghold, the village now became a commercial centre, although these changes did not affect its continuing role as a fishing village. After the Second World War and the end of the gabare boats, La Roque Gageac was renovated before being struck by "the wrath of the cliff". In January 1957, a 5,000 - 6,000 m3 rock came away from the cliff-face and fell on the village, destroying a dozen houses, killing 3 people and blocking the road for several years. The rock fall was caused by calcite dissolving (calcium carbonate which acted as a binder). La Roque Gageac had to create a new image for itself, while still respecting its former appearance. The village obtained the title of "the most beautiful village in France" some years ago and is classified as the third site in France, after Mont Saint Michel and Rocamadour. There is a tropical garden close to the church cultivated by a scientist, the director of the environment at O.C.D.E., which grows twelve species of palm trees, as well as oleander, cacti, orange trees, Japanese medlars and lemon trees. René Deushère is the present owner of the cliff and has restored the staircase to allow access to the forts. 





- 3.2 - CHATEAU DE LA MALARTRIE





Situated at the exit to the village of La Roque Gageac following the river, this château is the residence of the Saint-Aulaire, a family of famous diplomats from the Périgord. It was built in the 19th century and completed around 1920. This Neo-classical work was constructed in the 16th century Renaissance style by Laffilée for Monsieur de Saint-Aulaire, a French ambassador. This is a clever and skilful reconstruction, using stone with a patina that looks genuinely old, placed in matching shades in front of the red rock. The square tower with machicolations, the round towers and windows are worthy of note. 





- 3.3 - SAINT-JULIEN DE CENAC CHAPEL





This chapel is situated close to the banks of the river Dordogne, built on a natural promontory between La Roque Gageac and Castelnaud. It is dedicated to its patron saint, St Julian "the poor", and is one of the oldest chapels in the Périgord. It dates from the 12th century and is built in the Romanesque style typical of religious art of that period. In its original bell-tower the chapel contains the second oldest bell in the Dordogne. The chapel is open for services only, when the magnificent sculpted choir and the rest of the interior decoration can be admired. The bell-tower is flanked by a salamander sculpted in the stone, the emblem of the neighbouring town of Sarlat. 





- 3.4 - CHATEAU DE CASTELNAUD





The Château de Castlenaud could have been built in the 12th century, but if mention is made of a certain Raoul de Castelnaud around 1150, nothing suggests the existence of a castle at that time. There is even mention of an old chapel, according to a 19th century account, although there is no proof of such a construction dating from the 12th century. It was in 1152 that Eleanor, Duchess of Aquitaine, married the Duke of Anjou, Henry Plantagenet, future King of England, thus opening one of the most important periods in history for the region, in which Castelnaud would play a critical role. The first trace of a castle dates back to 1214 when Bernard de Casnac, lieutenant of Aymeric of Castelnaud, a follower of the Count of Toulouse, controlled the domain. Casnac was a fervent believer in the Cathar faith and was renowned for his cruelty towards Christians. For this reason, Simon de Monfort, leader of the crusade against the Albigensians (the name given to the Cathars) and against the Count of Toulouse, seized Castelnaud in 1214 and drove out Bernard de Casnac, having taken the fortresses of Montfort and Domme.  De Casnac retaliated by taking Beynac. The following year, in 1215, Casnac took back his castle and hanged the entire garrison left there by Simon de Montfort. This was a short-lived revenge, as later that same year the Archbishop of Bordeaux drove the heretics out for good and burnt Castelnaud to the ground. Not much remains from this period. It is thought that there would have been a keep, surrounded by a wall and a main building. 


In 1240, Aymeric de Castelnaud swore allegiance to the king, St Louis, which lasted until the Treaty of Paris in 1259, when the King of England-Duke of Aquitaine, Henry III, became the vassal of the King of France, receiving  part of Aquitaine in return. This delicately-balanced situation led to the Hundred Years War, in which Castelnaud was involved, as the castle came into English hands in 1259. Bernard de Cadillac, Seneschal of the duke-king, then became the first English lord of the castle, succeeded by the marshal, Jean de Lalinde. In 1273, the castle returned to the legitimate line of Castelnaud, who paid homage to the King of England. It was at this period in the middle of the 13th century that the castle was rebuilt and reinforced, and from which the square keep, the curtain wall (the wall separating the two towers and topped by a covered way) and, to a lesser extent, the remains of a first barbican (construction protecting the curtain wall and the entrance gate), date. In the 15th century a second barbican was built and it was at this time that the castle took on its present appearance, masking the old 13th century constructions. 


The end of the 13th century was a calm and prosperous period in the eventful history of Castlenaud, despite the incessant feuds with the barons of Beynac castle for control of the region. This mutual animosity had no real consequences and lasted until 1337 when the terrible Hundred Years War broke out. Castelnaud was taken by the English seven times, mostly in the first few years of this war. The first major battle was that of Crécy (Sommes), won by the English archers in 1346. The Black Death increased the number of deaths, claiming a third of the entire population of the Occident. In 1360, the Treaty of Brétigny (Beauce) freed the King of France, Jean the Good, and gave Aquitaine to the English, now controlled by the Black Prince (Edward, Prince of Wales, son of Edward III King of England. He won the Battle of Poitiers and took Jean the Good prisoner in 1356). Castelnaud therefore became English once again, before Magne de Castelnaud, the only heir, married Nompar de Caumont, a Lord from Agen, in 1368. Their descendants were to own the castle right up to the Revolution. The Caumont stayed loyal to the English for a long time, and in 1399, Nompar was appointed as Seneschal of the King of England, Henry IV, for the Agenais region. This sparked off disagreements with the Lords of Beynac, on the French side, once again. Until the 15th century the lords fought for both sides, depending on circumstances, and this is why Archambaud and Bertrand d'Abzac, successive captains of the castle, frequently changed sides to save face, while the Caumont family, the legitimate owners, always fought for the English crown. Castelnaud, therefore, changed suzerain several times until 1442 when the French King Charles VII, inspired by the victories of Joan of Arc against the English, ordered the siege of Aquitaine, which included Castelnaud. On 7 October 1442, the castle was under siege for three weeks and the English captain Pascal de Theil was driven out of the region. The English were finally beaten at the famous battle of Castillon in 1453, which brought the Hundred Years War to an end. In the same year, Castelnaud was returned to Brandélis de Caumont, who assumed the overlordship and started the reconstruction of the castle around 1463, which lasted until the end of the 15th century. François de Caumont, Brandélis' son, continued with the renovation and transformation of the old 13th century feudal fortress, and combined the requirements of defence with the new Renaissance style. The castle was extended with a lower courtyard, protected by a wall flanked with two semi-circular towers, interspersed with cannon loopholes. A new drawbridge and barbican were built and the main building, served by a spiral staircase, was modified and embellished to match the adjacent keep. The rib-vaulted kitchen and the large banquet hall with moulded windows were built in the Gothic style at the end of the 14th century. At the same time, Castlenaud's artillery tower was built in 1520 to strengthen the fame of François de Caumont. De Caumont had the Château des Milandes built in 1489, the Renaissance comfort and modern style of which were far more to his taste. This comfortable residence, made famous by Josephine Baker in the 20th century, gradually became the main residence of the Caumont family. 


However, this is not the end of Castelnaud's history. The castle, whose owners opted for the reformed religion by becoming Calvinists (Huguenots), was affected by the Wars of Religion around 1540. It is in this context that Geoffroy de Vivans, born in Castelnaud in 1543, enters the castle's history. The Huguenot captain of the castle, he was feared throughout the region, and it was with him that Geoffroy de Caumont took refuge after the Saint-Barthélemy massacre, before being poisoned. Geoffroy de Vivans was still captain in 1580, a troubled period in the life of Anne of Caumont. In 1588 he seized the bastide town of Domme, a Catholic stronghold. As a result of the terror caused by the captain, Castelnaud was spared the Wars of Religion. Castlenaud's period of glory now came to an end and the castle was gradually abandoned, with the Caumont family leaving the Château des Milandes for the Château de la Force near Bergerac. 


At the end of the 16th century and at the beginning of the 17th, the northern section of the castle was modified for the last time, in the style of the period. The drawbridge and barbican were replaced by a fixed bridge, the moat was filled in and the interior re-decorated. After the Revolution, the castle was abandoned to nature. In 1832, it was used as a stone quarry to build a slipway for river trade, which was undergoing expansion, and which today has disappeared. In 1966, Castelnaud became a listed building and has gradually been rebuilt by its private owners to its original medieval form. The difference can be noted between the yellowish, eroded original stone and the newer, greyer stone which is in perfect condition. This is now one of the most visited châteaux in France. There is a Middle Ages Siege Warfare museum inside the castle, with weapons and war-machines, a number of videos on life in a fortified castle, as well as the chance to take part in imitation medieval "jousts" for younger visitors. A sound and light show introduces visitors to the history of the château and the charms of the fortress at night. 











- 3.5 - CHATEAU LACOSTE





This castle, part of the Castelnaud-La-Chapelle commune, overlooks the valley of the Céou, a tributary of the Dordogne. The rock itself acted as the original fortress and the castle was built close to the rock at the beginning of the 19th century, on the site of a manor-house which had belonged to the Bessou family in the 18th century. Before 1900, "Lacoste" retained the appearance given to it by Joseph-Geoffroy de Bessou, before the Bessou family emigrated in 1792. In 1793, the castle became a state possession and was then purchased by Françoise de Maleville, the wife of Joseph-Geoffroy de Bessou. In 1796, the Bessou family tried to buy the property back again, but in vain. After the death of Guillaume Sarlat, in 1827, "Lacoste" became the property of the Durieu de Séverac family, with the marriage of his daughter Marie-Elodie in 1848. After this, Marie de Maleville married Baron Arthur de Bastard and in 1887 they negotiated the re-purchase of "Lacoste" from the Durieu de Séverac. The present owners are therefore their descendants. The château consists of two large buildings in a T-shape, a Neo-gothic chapel and a garden on a terrace protected from the wind and shaded by holm oak trees, with cyclamens growing underneath. A natural promontory offers visitors a lovely view of the Céou and Dordogne valleys and of Castelnaud, Beynac and Fayrac castles. Inside, the furniture is worthy of note, as is a portrait painted by Ingres (French Classical painter, a pupil of David, who lived from 1780 to 1867).





- 3.6 - CHATEAU DE MARQUEYSSAC





The history of this château is linked to that of the châteaux of Beynac and Castelnaud. The château consists of one long building, crowned in the Sarlat style, the imposing façade of which is cut by a round staircase tower. Also of note are the large, magnificent French-style gardens, designed by a pupil of Le Nôtre, the famous landscape gardener of the Château of Versailles under Louis XIV. 


The château takes its name from the Marqueyssac family who built the first castle here in the 14th century. This seigneury was under the control of Beynac from the Middle Ages. At the end of the 17th century, the seigneury left the castle to the Gonet family in order to settle in the Auvézère (Château de Saint Pantaly d'Ans). It was the Vernet de Marqueyssac who bought the property in 1692, through Bertrand Vernet, the King's advisor in Sarlat. He asked Porcher, a pupil of Le Nôtre, to design the gardens and the vegetable gardens in terraces around the château, near to the rocky promontory overlooking the Dordogne. After his marriage in 1774, the seigneury passed to the Lavergne de Cerval. After a fire at the end of the 18th century, the château was re-built in the style of the period by François de Cerval, marshal of the king's armies, with a rustic roof in lauze stone. De Cerval's successors later improved the gardens. Of the old castle only the staircase tower remains. At the beginning of the 19th century, the estate became the property of Julien Bessières, related to the Cerval by marriage, a French peer and President of the Conseil Général of the Dordogne. At the end of the 19th century, until his death in 1893, Julien Cerval, a judge at Sarlat and mayor of Vézac, devoted his life to the restoration of Marqueyssac and its gardens. In 1884 he built the chapel dedicated to St Julian. He set out the large five hundred metre avenues in the gardens, along the cliff tops, bordering them with box and rockeries. He laid out four viewpoints over the valley, replanted the flowerbeds in the style of the Second Empire and built a number of barns. In addition, seven hectares of vineyards on the estate were used for wine production. Julien de Cerval was to meet a Belgian lieutenant in the Roman Legion, where he was fighting to defend the Papal States. This lieutenant's brother later married Julien de Cerval's daughter in 1868. It was therefore the Franco-Belgian D'Erp family who succeeded the Cerval. In 1948, the façades and roofs were added to the register of French historical monuments (listed buildings), but not the gardens. In 1968, the wine storehouses and barns were destroyed and in 1969 the gardens became a listed site. A biotope decree of 1992 protects a pair of peregrine falcons nesting in the park. Finally, in 1994, the estate was divided into four parts, the main part of which, including the château and the gardens, was bought by the non-trading real estate investment company of Marqueyssac who rented it to the Kléber Rossillon company, which owns the Château de Castelnaud, and which was responsible for restoring the gardens and opening them to the public in March 1997. 
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